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with both father and brother as well as with the girls
of the family. In Neville Chamberlain's own words
"the family life centred round my father, for whom
all of us, and Austen Chamberlain in particular, had
the profoundest and most devoted admiration and
affection ... we were an extraordinarily united
family/1

Austen Chamberlain had been the first Chamber-
lain to go to a public school, and Neville followed him
to Rugby in 1882 at the age of thirteen. Rugby was
not only geographically the most convenient school
for people in Birmingham; it also enjoyed, as a result
of the reforming zeal of Doctor Arnold and the
publication of Tom Brown's School Days by the
Christian Socialist Tom Hughes, the reputation of
being the pioneer of progress among the public
schools. It was, therefore, in every way a suitable
school for the reception of the sons of the Radical
Dictator. Austen Chamberlain had enjoyed his
period at Rugby, and Neville also had a happy
and successful school career. He differed from both
his father and his brother, and was more characteristi-
cally English in this respect than they, in that he
played games, to which the Englishmen of his genera-
tion were rather less addicted than subsequent
generations became; Austen Chamberlain had little
taste for them and would have had but little aptitude
for most games on account of his defective eyesight.
Neville Chamberlain, on the other hand, not only
played games, but at school proved himself to be
better at them than at anything else. He won his
cap at football, was a competent fives player, and
a keen swimmer. He played games in the term time
at school and in the holidays went for long rambles
studying flowers and bird life.

Neville Chamberlain was in fact one of that large
army of school boys, which endures through the